
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION ' / V V 

l o c a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o n e a r e s t 
c r o s s s t r e e t s and o t h e r b u i l d i n g s 
o r g e o g r a p h i c a l f e a t u r e s . 
I n d i c a t e n o r t h . 

V 

R e a d i n g 

276 Summer Avenue 

Name rVflZ^eff HffUSe. 

g i n a l d w e l l i n g 

i s s e n t d w e l l i n g 

p : f x ! P r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l 
P r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n 

P u b l i c 

i g i n a l owner H e r b e r t and E v a B r a c k e t t 

ION: 

Da t e 1920 

S o u r c e S t r e e t L i s t 

S t y l e Bungalow 

A r c h i t e c t WfiMJMMift 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c Wide c l a p b o a r d s 

O u t b u i 1 d i n g s Garage 

M a j o r a l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h d a t e s ) 

none. 

Moved Y\0 Date 

A p p r o x . a c r e a g e 9 , 4 6 4 s . f . 

R e c o r d e d by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n A s s o c . S e t t i n g How on a c o r n e r l o t , s i n c e N i c h o l s 

O r g a n i z a t i o n Read ing H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion Road was l a i d out a f t e r the house was b u i l t . 

Da t e Heavy e v e r g r e e n p l a n t i n g s l e n d s e c l u s i o n . 

( S t a p l e a d d i t i o n a l s h e e t s he : 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE ( d e s c r i b e i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
e v a l u a t e i n t e rms o f o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n communi ty ) 

T h i s bungalow, w i t h i t s l a n d s c a p i n g , comes n e a r e s t i n R e a d i n g t o the i d e a l s o f 
t h e Bungalow s t y l e t h a t swept the c o u n t r y i n the e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e 20th c e n t u r y . 
One and o n e - h a l f s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , i t s i t s c l o s e t o t h e g r o u n d , a p p e a r i n g b e h i n d 
i t s s c r e e n o f e v e r g r e e n s a s a c o o l r e t r e a t . A t h r e e - s i d e d p o r c h s u p p o r t e d by l a r g e 
s t u c c o e d co lumns summarizes i t s i n t e n t : one s i d e i s s c r e ened f o r h e a l t h y o u t d o o r 
l i v i n g ; a n o t h e r i s r o o f e d o v e r f o r a we lcoming e n t r a n c e ; and t h e t h i r d i s unroo f ed 
t o c r e a t e a p e r g o l a e f f e c t on the s o u t h , a d m i t t i n g s u n s h i n e i n t o t h e i n t e r i o r . 
E x p o s e d r a f t e r ends sugges t the c o n s t r u c t i o n : m a n - c r a f t e d , r a t h e r t h a n machine-made, 
I s t h e i r message. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ( e x p l a i n t h e r o l e owners p l a y e d i n l o c a l o r s t a t e h i s t o r y 
and how t h e b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o t h e d e v e l opmen t o f t h e communi ty ) 

T h i s bungalow r e p r e s e n t s the t ype o f i n f i l l b e i n g b u i l t on t h e o l d homesteads 
a s t h e y were opened up f o r deve lopment , and a s the need f o r h o u s i n g burgeoned i n the 
e a r l y y e a r s o f the 2 0 t h c e n t u r y . B u i l t on P r e s c o t t l a n d , t h i s house was d e s i g n e d 
f o r the B r a c k e t t s , a s an e a r l y and s e l f - c o n s c i o u s example o f t h e l a t e s t i n a r c h i 
t e c t u r a l t h o u g h t . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/o r REFERENCES 

tfto,1927-35 S t r e e t L i s t : H e r b e r t and E v a B r a c k e t t , he a merchant and she a housewi f e 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 
R e a d i n g 

Form No: 
C—2 Q 

Property Name: 2 7 G S u ~ ~ e r A v s r m s 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

T h i s p r o p e r t y i s s i g n i f i c a n t ( l ) a s a n e x a m p l e o f t h e way i n w h i c h 
l a t e r b u i l d i n g f i l l e d i n t h e e a r l y ' r e a l e s t a t e s u b d i v i s i o n s ; a n d ( 2 ) 
a s a n e x c e l l e n t e x a m p l e o f t h e b u n g a l o i d s t y l e . I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y 
o f l o c a t i o n , d e s i ~ n , s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , w o r k m a n s h i p , a n d f e e l i n g , a n d 
m e e t s C r i t e r i a A, 3, a n d C o f t h e n a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . 

St "e to Inventory form at b am 
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